
Nursery activities – 10th June 2020 
   

English 

 Exploring materials - Providing a range of materials such as rice, mud, shaving foam, sand and flour to draw letters in with their fingers or a 

paintbrush. Encourage hand washing before and after and do not keep materials for re-use. 

 Pretend Play – Dress up and act out scenarios, e.g. favourite character/singer, so that children have the opportunity to explore feelings and 

experiences and feel safe to do so.  Or make a car, boat or a house to be part of your pretend play. 

 Mark making –Encourage mark making in number writing and representations • Encourage number writing for a purpose in play e.g. car 

registrations, taking the register, hop scotch, make a number caterpillar. Use pens, pencils, chalk, paint, mud, water to make your 

marks/numbers. 

 Sing favourite songs and rhymes or learn a new one – Sitting opposite your child, demonstrate clapping loudly and quietly, asking them to 

follow your lead. Then let your child be the leader. Develop this further by asking them to copy a rhythm. Sing songs which use body 

percussion such as “Pat-a-Cake” or have a strong rhythm to move or dance to such as “The Grand Old Duke of York” 

 Finger painting - Place different coloured finger paints on the table and let the children make various marks as well as mixing the colours 

together. 

 

Maths 

 Hand/ Finger Play –  Encourage children to match their fingers and or toes to numbers. Put hands behind backs and count together, one, 

two, three, four, five. Bring out hands with the correct number showing. 

 Sing number songs and rhymes- 5 little ducks, 5 little monkeys, 1,2,3,4,5, once I caught a fish alive… 

 Play some number games on: https://www.education.com/games/preschool/math/ 

 Missing numbers - Write number sequences on lollipop sticks or pieces of paper and remember to leave some blanks in between. Next, you 

write the missing numbers on a bunch of clothes pegs and give them to your child. Now you’re ready to let the kids use their fine motor 

skills and clip the pins on sticks. The best thing about this inexpensive maths activity is that you only create the props once and they’re 

ready to be used as many times as you like. 

 Straws and pom poms: Label small containers with some numbers that you’d like your learners to practice and prepare some straws and pom 

poms. To play this early years maths activity, the kids simply put the straw on a pom-pom, suck in to try and pick it up and drop over the 

containers until they’ve got the right number in each one. 

 

 

 

https://www.education.com/games/preschool/math/
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Phonics 

 Alliteration - Firstly, put on some pumping music! Something the children like would be perfect, like One Direction or Little Mix! I am 

perhaps slightly stuck in the old days and occasionally like to use a Michael Jackson or Daft Punk classic. Anything, basically, with a solid 

upbeat pulse will work. Get your child to stand up and then give them a target sound. For example, say ‘Today we are going to say ‘s’ words.’ 

Then start chanting a ‘s’ word on the beat of the music, and it helps to invent a little action to go with the word. For example, chant ‘sun, 

sun, sun’ and as you say the word draw a round sun with your hands. I like to chant either four or eight times (it just goes well with the 

music). Then do another ‘s’ word, e.g. ‘slither’. Chant and do a slithery arm to go with it! Other good ‘s’ words would be ‘see’ (put your pretend 

glasses on your eyes), ‘sit’ (point to the floor), and ‘slide’ (make your arm go down a slide). However, the list really is endless and be as 

creative as you can!After a few ‘s’ words move on to another sound, for example ‘t’. An extension of this game, is for the children to suggest 

words to you. 

 Tony Train – For this activity, you need a toy train, a few toy zoo animals, and a bag or box to hid them in. Introduce the train first. Say 

something like ‘This is Tony Train. He is goes through the jungle. What does he see?’ I like to get them to say a chant with actions: Tony 

Train! Tony Train! (With train arm actions) What did you see today? (With hands like spectacles). Then look secretly in the bag, and pick an 

animal. Give alliteration clues! Say things like ‘This animal is sssslippery! It is sssslimy. It is sssscaly! What do you think it is?’ Hopefully 

someone might be able to guess it’s a snake, but don’t fear if they can’t! Show them the snake, and repeat some of the ‘s’ words, really 

emphasising that ‘s’ sound. Then try another animal, for example, ‘This animal is lllasy. It is llllovely. It is llllaughing. It’s a lion!’ 

 Tongue twisters Children often find tongue twister hilarious, and they are also great for ironing out speech and language issues, as well as 

being an excellent medium to teach alliteration.  like to add actions or a bit of drama to tongue twisters. An example of one of these types 

of tongue twisters is: Little lambs are leaping! (All jump around like lambs), Little lambs are lazy. (Lie down), Little lambs are lonely. (All be 

sad), Little lambs are lost…etc etc 

 Cross the river - Choose a selection of objects with two or three phonemes as above. There can be more than one of the same object. Make 

a river across the floor or ground outside with chalk or ropes. Give each child or pair of children an object and check that all the children 

know the names of the objects. The toy calls out the name of an object in sound-talk (e.g. p-e-g). The children who have that object blend 

the sounds to make the word and cross the river. 

 I spy - Place on the floor or on a table a selection of objects with names containing two or three phonemes (e.g. zip, hat, comb, cup, chain, 

boat, tap, ball). Check that all the children know the names of the objects. The toy says I spy with my little eye a z-i-p. Then invite a child 

to say the name of the object and hold it up. All the children can then say the individual phonemes and blend them together ‘z-i-p, zip’.  

When the children have become familiar with this game use objects with names that start with the same initial phoneme (e.g. cat, cap, cup, 

cot, comb, kite). This will really encourage the children to listen and then blend right through the word, rather than relying on the initial 

sound. 
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Creative/Understanding of the World 

 Making a scrap book - It can be a variety of things, one page could be how many numbers you can find in an old paper, magazine or food 

wrappers and boxes. Next it could be some different leaves you find in the garden, google the types of trees and add some labels on there. 

 Explore with Barnaby Bear:  Travel with Barnaby Bear to different geographical locations using27: https://www. 

bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9grd2p/resources/1 

 Animal Moves – Discuss how different animals move to encourage your child to move in different ways e.g. jumping, running, hopping, 

skipping, galloping, sliding, crawl. 

 When in your garden or on a walk talk about what you can see, hear, smell or touch.  Take time to listen to one another.  

 There are also great listening activities on this link -https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-listening-skills/zbc4y9q 

 

Skill of the Week Challenge of the Week 

 Encourage your child to mark make using a variety of tools, e.g crayons, 

paintbrushes, felt tips, washing up brushes, paint brushes etc. Encourage 

them to hold their writing tool with a tripod grip (between their thumb 

and two fingers, and not using a whole hand grasp). 

 Pick up 10 or 20 items off the floor when you’re tidying, 

saying one number name for each item. 

 

Links 

Online activities and links: 

Nrich maths activities: https://nrich.maths.org/13371 

Counting games: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/3-5-years/counting 

Maths games: http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html 

Phase 1 Phonics games: https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/1 

Phase 1 phonics games: http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-1-games.html 

Fine motor activities: https://www.teachearlyyears.com/learning-and-development/view/developing-fine-motor-skills    

Playdough recipe: https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/playdough-recipe 

A parent’s guide to phonics: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/ 

Home learning ideas: https://abcdoes.com/home-learning/ 

Phase 1 phoics games: https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/list/phonics-games-phase-1 
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Number blocks programme: https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/52060 

Gruffalo activities: https://www.forestryengland.uk/resource/gruffalo-spotters-activity-sheets 

Nursery rhymes & Songs: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx 

Visit the Louvre! https://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne#tabs 

The British Museum in London: https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-british-museum 

English/phonics games (focus on rhyming and blending/segmenting) https://uk.ixl.com/ela/reception 

Guidance on starting school in September: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/collections/starting-primary-school/1 

 

New links: 

Teaching phonics - http://www.phonicsinternational.com/guidance_book.pdf 

Singing/rhymes - http://www.songsforteaching.com/nurseryrhymes.htm 

 

Reminders/notices 

 Purple Mash has now been updated. There are new activities to do in the “2Do” section. Once you have done an activity, you can save it. 

After you have saved it, there is another icon which you can press, which enables you to share it to the Nursery noticeboard. Once you have 

saved and shared it to the noticeboard, I will be able to see it and then comment on it. 

 If you scroll through the previous weeks of home learning, there is a document which has been uploaded which gives guidance on writing and 

pencil grip in the Early Years. 

 In the Coronavirus section of the school website, Grant regularly uploads letters which have been sent out to parents. This will give you up 

to date information on the school’s re-opening status. 

 Helen will be phoning parents every two weeks from the school phone number, so please expect a phone call from the school’s phone number. 
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Dear Nursery children, 

I hope you are all still keeping well. It was lovely talking to your families again last week/ I really enjoyed catching up with some of you on the phone 

and hearing all about what you’re doing. Hopefully we will see each other soon and I can hear all your news in person and see some photos of what 

you’ve been up to. I’ve also been excited to hear that lots of you have been using Purple Mash and are doing lots of learning at home. 

 

I’m still continuing to do some DIY. I have made some bird’s nests, although I haven’t hung them outside yet. I hope they get used when I do,  as 

there are lots of lovely birds flying into my garden. 

 

I’ve also been enjoying watching my plants, fruits and vegetables growing. My tomatoes and potatoes have grown a lot! My sunflowers are also getting 

tall! Maybe we can do some planting when we all get back to school! It’s fun watering them and seeing them change over time. 

Missing you all, Helen 

 

                             


